RS 175: Religions of the Middle East

Fall 2019 Online Course

CRN: 
Prof. Peter Margolis

215-751-8702

pmargolis@ccp.edu

Office Hours by Appointment

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This course uses the Canvas online learning system. Canvas works best on a desktop or laptop computer. DO NOT do the work for this course on a mobile device (smartphone, iPad, tablet, etc.). Using a mobile device may result in lost work and poor or failing grades.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
RS 175 - Religions of the Middle East examines the three major religious traditions that developed in the Middle East - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - from their origins through their rise and development into the modern period, including their current roles in the region. You will learn about the beliefs, practices, institutions and historical significance of these traditions. You will focus on:

· The academic study of religion

· Sacred scriptures

· Historical developments

· Political, cultural and social impacts of the religious traditions on the region and the world

· Relations between the traditions

· The influence of these traditions upon issues and movements in the contemporary Middle East. 

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are text-based traditions, and therefore so is this course. It is both reading- and writing intensive. You will expand your understanding of the academic study of religion in general, and study in greater detail these traditions that represent about half of the world's population.

No religious persuasion is expected or presumed on anyone's part.  What is expected is a critical examination of the problems raised, a willingness to raise questions and understand each theory and each religious tradition on its own terms, and a continual openness to the re-evaluation of ones own beliefs.

This course fulfills Interpretive Studies, American/Global Diversity, and Writing Intensive requirements.
TEXTS
We will use four textbooks throughout this course. However, you only need to buy the first one:

Feiser, J. & Powers, J. (2017). Scriptures of the World’s Religions (4th Edition). New York, NY:  McGraw-Hill. (Referred to throughout the course as SW)

You can order this book online from Amazon.com for about $10.

 

The following textbooks are available electronically for free as PDF files. Click on the title of the book to open and download it:

Solomon, N. (2014). 


Judaism: A Very short Introduction

 HYPERLINK "https://ccp.instructure.com/courses/1398916/files/75839498/download?wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" . New York, NY: Oxford University Press. (Referred to throughout the course as JVS)

 

Woodhead, L. (2014). 
Christianity: A Very Short Introduction

 HYPERLINK "https://ccp.instructure.com/courses/1398916/files/75839520/download?wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 
. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. (Referred to throughout the course as CVS)

 

Ruthven, M. (2012). 
Islam: A Very Short Introduction

 HYPERLINK "https://ccp.instructure.com/courses/1398916/files/75839536/download?wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 
. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.Referred to throughout the course as IVS)

 

In addition to references to these textbooks, other materials, such as articles and websites, will be available as links in Canvas.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1) Examinations: There will be two examinations, a Midterm and a Final Examination, each covering one-half of the course.  Each will be composed of essay questions.   20% each.
2) Weekly Papers:  Each student will be required to turn in a weekly paper related to the readings and the course materials. These are short (1-3 page) response essays to the chapters and/or articles assigned for that portion of the class.  The weekly papers will usually be due by Sunday evening.  Check the Canvas website.  40%

3) Discussion Postings:  You are required to submit at least one substantial (2-3 paragraph) discussion posting a week to receive credit for this activity. Read the materials before you post to the discussion. You should also respond substantively to the postings of another student, as well as my comments on the forum. The weekly discussion forum postings will be due by Sunday evening. 20%.

GRADING SCALE
90 – 100%
A

80 – 89 %
B

70 – 79 %
C

60 – 69 %
D

59 & below
F

PLAGIARIAM
According to Policies and Procedures of Community College of Philadelphia: “Any written assignment presented by students in fulfillment of course requirements will reflect their own work unless credit is properly given to others.  Therefore, students must identify any part of an assignment which uses the words or materials [ideas or thoughts] of other people and give credit for the source.  Failure to do so is a form of stealing known as plagiarism and is a very serious offense. 
Plagiarism is defined as “the act of appropriating all or part of a literary composition of another person or the ideas or language of another person and passing them off as one’s own.  It may consist of quoting from a source without using quotation marks, transcribing published material [including internet sources], using someone else’s ideas without appropriate references, or submitting work which has been reproduced or bought from another person.  Anyone who assists another in such academic dishonesty is equally responsible.” (Community College of Philadelphia Student Handbook, p. 159.)  
The policy of the Department of Philosophy/History/Religious Studies states that any student who submits an assignment that contains plagiarism can receive a failing grade in the course.  As the official College policy states, plagiarism is a very serious academic offense.  Do not do it.  If you have any questions about how to give credit to a source, do not hesitate to ask me for guidance. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

RS 175 Religions of the Middle East
· Explain the development of the major religious traditions of the Middle East  

· Discuss the similarities and differences among these traditions

· Discuss the continued influence of religious traditions upon issues and developments in the region
Some Additional Suggestions for Achieving Success in This Class:

Time Commitment:  You should expect to spend at least three hours on course work outside of class for each hour of class time.  Since Religious Studies 175 is a three credit hour course, you will need to spend at least nine hours a week on homework, or at least twelve hours a week total for the class.
Financial Aid:  Students must meet the minimum academic requirements at the end of each semester on a cumulative basis or risk losing federal student aid.  This is measured using two criteria: maintaining a minimum GPA, and successfully completing 67% of the credits attempted every semester. Please email Financial Aid at financialaid@ccp.edu or call (215) 751-8271 if you have any financial aid questions. 

Starfish Program – The Starfish Program provides opportunities for faculty to identify students who exhibit academic, attendance or other difficulties in class that may jeopardize their success and progress at the College. After the 3rd week (20%), faculty can report risk factors that affect students’ success and progress at CCP. Students with risk factors will receive a summary of their instructors’ concerns as well as specific action steps necessary to improve academic performance.

School Closing - If the College is closed because of weather, listen to KYW for our number: 238 day, 2238 evening, or check the College website.  

Center on Disability - If you have a documented physical or learning disability, you may be eligible for accommodations and support through the Center on Disability (located on the BG level.)  Please let me know if this is the case, and I will work with you and the Center to help you succeed.

Learning Lab - Free tutoring and workshops are available to all students in B1-28.

Computer Access – All students have access to The Student Academic Computing Centers in B2-35 and in the Center for Business and Industry, which provides computers for use by students. The Library also has some computers for student use.

Counseling - For long-term academic and career planning, transfer information and curriculum change, as well as personal counseling, make an appointment at the Counseling Center (ext. 8169.)

COURSE OUTLINE, READING, WRITING AND DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENTS: 

	Module


	Readings (in addition to pages in Canvas modules)
	Assignments

	Getting Started
	Syllabus
	Discussion: Introduce yourself


	Module 1: Beginning our study of religion

	Selections from: Pals, Daniel L. 2006. 
Eight Theories of Religion (Second Edition)

 HYPERLINK "https://ccp.instructure.com/courses/1398916/files/75899922/download?wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 
. New York: Oxford University Press.
Why Study Religion? (Links to an external site.)
Guidelines Sheet for Weekly Writing Assignments
Rubric for Weekly Writing Assignments 
	Discussion: Ways to approach religion
Writing Assignment: Studying a religion

	Module 2: Intro to Western Religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)
	 What and Where is the Middle East?
Colin Wells. n.d. "How did God Get Started?" Arion: A Journal of Humanities and the Classics (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.. https://www.bu.edu/arion/archive/volume-18/colin_wells_how_did_god_get-started/  (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. Accessed March 10, 2019.

"The Changing Global Religious Landscape" (Links to an external site.)

Compare Christianity, Islam and Judaism (Links to an external site.)

Peter L. Berger. Do The Three Abrahamic Faiths Worship The Same God?
SW 269-278

JVS 6-16

2 Samuel (the Second Book of Samuel) 7:8-16, SW 293-294

Psalms 8, 23, 27, 32, 51 in SW 294-297

1 Kings (the First Book of Kings) 4:20; 5:1-20, 27-33; 6:14-22 in SW 297-299

Isaiah 1:1-9, 18-21 in SW 303-305.

Lawrence H. Schiffman, "Prophecy in Ancient Israel (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
First Maccabees in SW pages 315-318

Talmud, Baba Mezia 59a-59b, SW pages 322-323

"What is Midrash (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.?"

Sanhedrin 11 in SW pages 324-325

 Rabbinic Judaism in Late Antiquity

	Discussion: Why did monotheism emerge in the Middle East?
Writing Assignment: Judaism’s changing encounters with God
Module 1 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit


	Module 3: Judaism from late antiquity to the Present
	JVS pages 96-108

"Thirteen Principles of Faith: Maimonides" in SW 327-328

"Reform Judaism: Declaration of Principles" in SW 335-336

 Jewish Renewal
JVS pages 114-119

Selection from Tomer Persico. 2019, Feb. 23. “How the New Israeli Judaism was Born.” Ha’atetz. https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-how-the-new-israeli-judaism-was-born-1.6958968

	Discussion: Challenges of Modernity
Assignment: Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, and Reconstructionist Judaisms as responses to modernity

Module 2 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit


	Module 4: Introduction to Christianity
	SW pages 339-349
Chapter 1, "Jesus: the God-man" in CVS pages 6-23
Isaiah 9:6-7, 53:2-11, in SW pages 349-350

Gospels in SW pages 350-353 and 361-370

Read Acts 13
"Paul on the Distinction Between Christianity and Judaism" in SW pages 372-374

Gnostic Gospels in SW pages 376-388

Chapter 4: “Mystical Christianity” in CVS pages 71-88
Sermon on the Mount in SW 353-358
Amos 8
Amos 9

	Discussion: Pharisees, Sadducees, Christians, and Essenes
Writing Assignment: The Apostle Paul and differentiating Christianity from Judaism
Module 3 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit
Midterm Examination


	Module 5: Christianity from the Protestant Reformation to the Present
	"Church Christianity" in CVS pages 58-62
"Biblical Christianity" in CVS pages 63-71
"What Impact did the Invention of the Printing Press Have on the Spread of Religion?" (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. by Rita Kennedy

Matthew 6:9-13
Psalm 23 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
"Mormonism: Joseph Smith” in SW pages 414-416

Chapter 7: “A Woman’s Religion” in CVS pages 127-145

1 Corinthians, 14:34-35
1 Timothy, 2:12
1 Timothy, 2:15 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
"Christianity in the Middle East"
 "Persecution of Christians 'coming close to genocide' in Middle east - report"

	Discussion: Women and Christianity
Writing Assignment: The Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormon) and the Westward Expansion in the United States
Module 4 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit


	Module 6: Introduction to Islam
	"Islam - Introduction" and "Qur'an _ Mohammad in Mecca" in SW pages 413-436
The life of Mohammad in IVS pages 30-41
"Early Prophets" in SW pages 436-439
"Jesus the Prophet" and "Unbelieving People of the Book" in SW pages 446-449
"Jihad" in SW 459-460

Chapter 6: "The Two Jihads" in IVS, especially pages 118-127

"Qur'an: Mohammad in Medina - Laws" in SW pages 441-444
	Discussion: Jewish and Christian influences in Islam
Writing Assignment: The Two Jihads
Module 5 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit


	Module 7: Islam from the Ottoman Empire to the Present
	Islam in the United States
"Jesus the Prophet" and "Unbelieving People of the Book" in SW pages 446-449
"Sunni Creed" in SW pages 468-472

"Shi'i Creed" in SW pages 472-474

"Union and Separation" in SW pages 481-482

Chapter 4: “The Shari’a and its Consequences” in IVS, especially pages 86-92
"Five Pillars of Islam" in SW pages 449-450

Chapter 5 "Women and the Family" in IVS pages 93-117

"Treatment of Women" in SW pages 444-446
Chapter 6: "The Two Jihads" in IVS, especially pages 135-151

“Is Islam ‘Exceptional’?”

“The Islamic State is the God That Failed in the Middle East”

	Discussion: Islam and Modernity
Assignment: American Islam
Module 6 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit


	Final Examination
	None
	Discussion: What did you learn in this course?

Module 7 Assignment Revision – Extra Credit
Final Examination
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