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Welcome to Humanities 101.  This course is the first half of a two-part course sequence termed: "Cultural Traditions".  In Cultural Traditions, you will study, analyze and interpret primary and secondary texts in the humanities drawn from various periods from antiquity to the Medieval Period (Humanities 101) and from the Early Modern Period through the Modern Period (Humanities 102.)

This section of Humanities 101 is divided into three major units: Antiquity: The Greek Tradition,  Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages: The Judeo-Christian Tradition,  and Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages: The Japanese Tradition.  Thematically, Humanities 101 will explore various ideas and issues that are addressed in the primary source material.  However, we will focus on a central theme: “Heroes: Epic, Tragic, Spiritual, Rational.”  Within this focus we will examine a number of inter-related questions focusing on human nature, ethical choices, the best form of government, and religion: "What is the nature of Man?"  "What constitutes virtue or excellence?"  What is the best society and government?”  “What should be our relation to the gods/God?"  Many of the texts selected for the course will address these questions. 
We will study how these questions have been addressed by thinkers and artists in different cultures,  and different historical periods. It is important to understand both the historical and cultural context for these readings and artifacts, and how individual philosophers, writers, artists, religious thinkers and historians have responded to these problems in their writings and works.  Thus, we will introduce a range of approaches to analyzing the humanities (art, philosophy, history, religion, literature.)  These approaches will consider both the formal elements of a work (formalism) and the context of the work (contextualism.)  We will explore this dual focus more during the first week of the course.

REQUIRED TEXTS:  There are two required books:
Matthews, Platt, Noble.  Experience Humanities, vol. 1, 8th Ed., McGraw Hill, 2014. ISBN 978-0-07-749470-4
(EH)

Matthews and Platt.  Readings to accompany Experience Humanities, vol. 1, 8th Ed., McGraw Hill, 2014. ISBN 978-0-07-749472-8 (REH)

In addition to the readings in these textbooks, there will be required readings on Canvas.  Readings for each week are listed in the respective modules on Canvas.
GRADING:  There will be three areas on which each student will be evaluated and graded.

1) Study Questions:  In each module there are study questions (Word documents) designed to be completed as you read the primary source texts for that unit (these texts are usually in the Readings to accompany Experience Humanities book, but some might be keyed to a Canvas reading or a video.   These questions are designed to help students examine certain aspects of the primary text.   Down load the Study Questions to your computer, fill in your name, and complete them as you read the primary documents.  Each answer should be about 2-3 sentences long.  Write in complete sentences.  When you have finished the Study Questions, upload your worksheet in the assignment section by the due date. The weekly discussion forum postings will usually be put up by Monday morning, and will be due by Sunday evening. 40% of the grade.

2) Discussion Forum Posting: Discussion on the Canvas site will be one of the main classroom methods.  You are required to submit at least one substantial (2-3 paragraph) posting a week to receive credit for this activity. Before you post to the discussion forum you should have read the assignments for that week and be prepared to discuss the arguments in the texts and as well as share your questions and comments.  Doing the reading, and contributing to the class discussions are crucial to your success and to the success of the class.  You should also respond in a constructive manner to the postings of another student, as well as my comments on the forum. The weekly discussion forum postings will usually be put up by Monday, and will usually be due by Sunday evening. 20%.

3) Final Examination: There will be a final examination.  It will be an essay examination.  The final examination must be submitted by June 27.  40%.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

HUM 101 Cultural Traditions
Interdisciplinary study of the humanities from the ancient world to the European renaissance drawing on works of literature, philosophy, art and history. Themes of continuing significance, including concepts of the hero, justice and the self are examined in Western and non-Western contexts. The course emphasizes oral and written analysis of primary texts. Recommended for students desiring to transfer. Fulfills Interpretive Studies, American/Global Diversity requirements.
STUDENT COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

· Analyze primary texts to demonstrate how they reflect the social, political and/or cultural context that produced them from ancient times to the Early Modern Period
· Explain similarities and differences between aesthetic, political and/or social values as they developed in Western culture and that of a selected non-Western society (ancient Japanese culture and history.)
· Discuss the role of the humanities in shaping society.
COLLEGE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

“Even one violation of academic integrity results in your automatic failure of the course.  There are no exceptions.  Take this policy very seriously.  Ignorance and carelessness are not acceptable excuses.  If you are unsure about what is or is not appropriate, please contact the instructor without delay.”
PLAGIARISM
According to the Policies and Procedures of Community College of Philadelphia: “Any written assignment presented by students in fulfillment of course requirements will reflect their own work unless credit is properly given to others.  Therefore, students must identify any part of an assignment which uses the words or materials [ideas or thoughts] of other people and give credit for the source.  Failure to do so is a form of stealing known as plagiarism and is a very serious offense.  Plagiarism is defined as the act of appropriating all or part of a literary composition of another person or the ideas or language of another person and passing them off as one’s own.  It may consist of quoting from a source without using quotation marks, transcribing published material [including internet sources], using someone else’s ideas without appropriate references, or submitting work which has been reproduced or bought from another person.  Anyone who assists another in such academic dishonesty is equally responsible.” (Community College of Philadelphia Student Handbook, p. 159.)  In addition, the policy of the Department of Philosophy/History/Religious Studies states that any student who submits an assignment that contains plagiarism or violates the College academic integrity policy will earn no credit for the course.  Faculty are encouraged to report all violations to the Dean of Students.  As the official College policy states, plagiarism is a very serious academic offense.  Do not do it.  If you have any questions about how to give credit to a source do not hesitate to ask me for guidance. 

STUDENT OBJECTIVES:  This course is designed with the following objectives in mind.  If you pass this course you should be able to:

1. Understand the broad cultural/historical framework for the following: Prehistory and Early Civilizations, Greek Civilization from the Bronze Age to the Hellenistic period; Hebrew Civilization as contained in Genesis, Exodus and historic influences on the Pentateuch material; Early Christianity as contained in the New Testament, the early Jesus Movement and early Christian art; the Medieval Period from the early Church period,  and Japan from Neolithic Civilization to the Medieval Period.

2. Understand and give a short definition for key concepts, ideas, styles, historical period, texts and artist/thinkers for the cultures outlined above.  

3. Understand the difference between a formalist and contextualist approach to analyze a text, and describe a number of analytical methods used by scholars in the humanities, showing how these methods could be applied to specific works.

4. Understand generally what constitutes the different subject areas in the humanities (art, music, philosophy, religious studies, history and literature) and how they might differ in terms of content and methods.

5. Analyze, during class discussion and in written essays, works from the cultures you have studied, delineating possible social, political, economic, technological, aesthetic and religious influences on the works, the historical context, key concepts, stylistic features and the meaning of the works.

6. Discuss and write about key ideas found in the primary texts and in the various cultures.

7. Address, in class discussion and in written essays, cross-cultural issues relating to the texts and cultures examined in class.

8. Access and analyze relevant academic websites relating to the Humanities.

In order to achieve these objectives it is absolutely vital that you do all the reading, complete the study questions, take careful notes for the readings, PowerPoint lectures and discussions, check and use the Canvas course website and your CCP email, and participate in the on-line class discussion.  

College policy states that missing more than one week of summer classes (one unit) may result in a student being dropped (however it is your responsibility to drop the class before the Withdrawal deadline.)  

Some Additional Suggestions for Achieving Success in This Class:

Time Commitment: Success in college should be your first priority. As indicated by College counselors, you should expect to spend at least two-three hours on course work outside of class for each hour of class time.  Since Humanities 101 is a three credit hour course, this means for a summer class you might need to spend up to twenty-four hours a week on work for the class (the readings, the PowerPoint lectures, completing the Study Questions, participating in the Discussion, writing the Final Exam.)   The time requirements for each student will be different.  However, the main cause of student failure is lack of time spent on the course tasks.  
Financial Aid: Changes in federal financial aid regulations requiring a new and stricter satisfactory academic progress policy were put in place in fall 2011.  Students must meet the minimum academic requirements at the end of each semester on a cumulative basis or risk losing federal student aid.  That is to say, students receiving financial aid are expected to be making progress towards graduation after each semester, measured using two criteria: 1) maintaining a minimum GPA, and 2) successfully completing 67% of the credits attempted every semester. Grades of Withdrawals (“W”) and of “F” count as attempted credits that have not been completed with a passing grade. Student withdrawals before the 20% mark of the term will not count against the completion percentage. (See sheet from Financial Aid.)  Please email financialaid@ccp.edu or call (215) 751-8271 if you have a financial aid questions. 
Disability - If you have a documented physical or learning disability, you may be eligible for accommodations and support through the Center on Disability (on the BG level.)  Please let me know if this is the case, and I will work with you and the Center to help you succeed.

Learning Lab - Free tutoring and workshops are available to all students in B1-28 on the Main Campus.  See the site administrator at the Regional Centers.
Computer Access – For a Distance Education course, you will probably need a computer at home or at work.  The Distance Education course and the Canvas website are NOT designed to be done on a smart phone.  Some of the files may not open on a smart phone.  All students have access to The Student Academic Computing Centers in B2-35 and in the Center for Business and Industry and at the Regional Centers, which provides computers for use by students.  The Library has some computers for student use.

Counseling - For long-term academic and career planning, transfer information and curriculum change, as well as personal counseling, make an appointment or drop in at the Counseling Center, BG level (ext. 8169) or see a Counselor at the Regional Centers.
Starfish Program – The College has instituted a Starfish Program to increase student success and persistence by providing timely and appropriate interventions and support.  This program provides opportunities for faculty to identify students who exhibit academic, attendance or other difficulties in class that may jeopardize their success and progress at the College. During the 20% and 50% reporting periods faculty can check six Retention Performance Indicators (RPI) that have been identified as primary risk factors that affect students’ success and progress at CCP: “Unsatisfactory Attendance”, “Frequently Late”, “Missing Assignments/Unprepared for Class”, “Low Quiz/Exam Grades”, “Inappropriate Classroom Behavior”, and “Other (Conference Requested with Professor).”  The week following the 3rd Week reporting, students whose professors have checked Retention Performance Indicators will be sent an individualized summary of their instructors’ concerns as well as specific action steps necessary to improve academic performance and classroom behavior.  At the 50% mark of the term, Mid-Term grades will be submitted.  Please see me if you have any questions on the course requirements.

Religious Studies, International Studies & Liberal Arts Curriculum - I coordinate the Religious Studies Major, and work with the College’s International initiatives.  If you are interested in finding out more about the College’s Religious Studies Major, about our range of international studies courses, or about our Study Abroad options please stop by my office or talk to me after class.  If you are in the Liberal Arts Curriculum and have any questions I would be happy to help you.  If you wish you can make an appointment to see me for advising on your educational plans and future courses.

WELCOME.  Humanities 101 will be an engaging educational experience that will require commitment and work on your part.  You will be asked to observe, listen, speak, read, write, and, especially, think.  I look forward to us working together this semester.

COURSE OUTLINE: THEMES, READINGS, LECTURES, STUDY QUESTIONS: 

I)Course Overview
May 13-14
Unit One - Course Overview: Review the Syllabus, Course Overview



Readings: Syllabus
II) Antiquity: The Greek Tradition
May 13 – 19
Unit Two - Introduction to the Humanities


- Read the Overview for Unit Two

- Read the reading assignments for Unit Two in the textbooks or on Canvas:

- View the PowerPoint Lecture on "Humanities"

- Introduce yourself to the class in the Discussion posting.

- Read "Analyzing Texts"

- Select two of the texts in "Analyzing Texts" (select Text One and one other text),  and post a response to Text One and one of the other three texts in which you a) ask a question you would like to pose to the text, b) discuss why answering this question would help you to understand the text, c) how you might go about answering the question, and d) give your interpretation of the text. (More complete instructions are in the assignment.)

 May 20-26
Unit Three - Greek Art


- Read the Overview for Unit Three

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Three in the textbooks: Experience Humanities (EH) 3-15, 49-55, 56-58, 72-81, 82-86, 95-101

- View the PowerPoint Lecture on "PreHistory, History and Minoan Civilization"

- View the video on YouTube "Art of the Western World: The Classical Ideal" (link in this unit)

- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on Greek Art.  These questions are based on the video and the readings in Experience Humanities. 

- Post on the Discussion topic of "The Rational and the Irrational in Greek Art", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

May 27 – J. 2
Unit Four – Homer and Greek History


- Read the Overview for Unit Four

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Four in the textbooks: Experience Humanities (EH)  Chapter Two and Readings to Accompany Experience Humanities (REH) 27-36.

- View the PowerPoint Lecture on "Homer and the Discovery of Troy and Mycenae"

- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on Homer and the Iliad.   These questions are based on the the readings in Readings to Accompany Experience Humanities.

- Post on the Discussion topic of "The Role of the Gods in the Iliad", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

June 3 – 9
Unit Five – Greek Tragedy and Aristotle



- Read the Overview for Unit Five

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Five in the textbooks: Experience Humanities (EH) 61-66, 66-72,  Readings to accompany Experience Humanities (REH)   54-76, 96-101.
- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on Greek Tragedy and the Study Questions on The Poetics (note there are two Study Question assignments this unit.)   These questions are based on the the readings in Readings to Accompany Experience Humanities.

- Post on the Discussion topic of "The Role of the Gods and Fate in Oedipus", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

III) Antiquity and Early Medieval: The Judeo-Christian Tradition
June 10-16
Unit Six – The Bible



- Read the Overview for Unit Six

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Six in the textbooks: Experience Humanities (EH)   5-31, 129-149 and Readings to Accompany Experience Humanities (REH)  1-13, 151-172.

- View the PowerPoint Lectures on "Covenants in the Hebrew Bible" & “The Greek Bible”

- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on The Hebrew Bible and on The Greek Bible.   These questions are based on the the readings in Readings to Accompany Experience Humanities.

- Post on the Discussion topic of "The Relation between Humans and God in the Hebrew Bible", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

IV) Antiquity and Early Medieval: The Japanese Tradition
June 15 – 23
Unit Seven – Ancient Japan: Proto-History to Nara Period


- Read the Overview for Unit Seven

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Seven on Ancient Japan.  These readings are on the Canvas course.   They are a) Brief Timeline of Japan, b) Japan Before the 17th Century, c) Earliest Records of Japan, and d) Early Japanese Poetry.

- View the PowerPoint Lecture on "Japan: Land, Climate, People"

- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on Early Japan and Japanese Poetry.   These questions are based on the the readings 'Earliest Records of Japan' and 'Early Japanese Poetry'.
- Post on the Discussion topic of "Early Japan and Early Japanese Poetry Discussion", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

June 18 – 25
Unit Eight – Heian Japan to the Dawn of Medieval Japan


- Read the Overview for Unit Eight

- Read the reading assignment for Unit Eight on Heian Japan.  These readings are on the Canvas course.   They are a) Genji Evening Faces Chapter 4,  b) Genji Evening Faces Chapter Characters, c) Murasaki on the Art of Fication, and d) Genji Chapter One Comparison of Translations.

- View the PowerPoint Lecture on "The Tale of Genji"

- Complete and upload your answers to the Study Questions on The Tale of Genji.   These questions are based on the the readings a) Genji Evening Faces Chapter 4,  b) Genji Evening Faces Chapter Characters, c) Murasaki on the Art of Fication, and d) Genji Chapter One Comparison of Translations..

- Post  on the Discussion topic of "The Character of Prince Genji", and reply/comment on at least one classmates posting

June 21-27
Final Examination – Due on June 27
The main thing about being a hero is to know when to die.

Will Rogers
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