English 205, Fall 2015, sec. 100, CRN 46608
Tuesdays, 12:30-3:35

Northeast Regional Center 335

Professor Lauren Genovesi
Office: BR-56 (Bonnell Building, Rotunda Floor)
Office Hours: By appointment, after class.
Telephone: 215-751- 8685
E-mail: lgenovesi@ccp.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Creative Writing will focus on student production of original work which may include fiction, poetry, memoir and dramatic writing. Students will do extensive reading, as well as

writing and developing the critical vocabulary needed to discuss these genres from a writer’s

point of view.  They will develop these skills through a number of activities including different forms of writing inside and outside of the classroom and peer evaluation in the form of writing workshops. Prerequisite: ENGL 101. Fulfills Writing Intensive requirement.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
In English 205, you will learn to:

· Gain an aesthetic appreciation of literary works and the process by which they are produced.  

· Gain an understanding of the critical vocabulary appropriate to each genre.  

· Analyze and critique literary works by professional authors, peers, and yourselves.  

· Produce, in more than one genre, original work and revisions that reflect an understanding of the conventions of each genre and that demonstrate response to critique.

REQUIRED TEXTS (available at CCP College Bookstore or online)

Burroway, Janet. Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft (Fourth Edition). 

Diaz, Junot. Drown.  
Nelson, Maggie. Bluets.
Assorted handouts posted on Canvas. (Directions: Once you are signed in, click on “Courses” on the top left; from the drop-down menu, choose English 205; on the left side panel of the course page, go to “Modules”; here is where the readings are arranged by week.)
GRADES
At the end of the semester, you will receive one of the following grades for the course: 

A     90%-100%

B     80%-89%

C     70%-79%

D     60%-69%

F      0%-59%

GRADE BREAKDOWN
-Fiction Portfolio-25%

2 short stories; at least 1 substantial revision; Reflection Paper

-Poetry Portfolio-25%

3 poems, at least 2 substantial revisions, (2 revisions of 1 poem, 1 revision each of 2 poems); Reflection Paper

-Online Discussions-20%

10 out of 12 online posts, each due before class every week. Out of the 12, any 10 are mandatory; the extra two can be free misses or count as 4 points of extra credit.
-Reading Quizzes-10%

Reading quizzes will be administered during the beginning of most class periods. They cannot be made up, even if you have a legitimate excuse for missing them, but I will drop the lowest two grades.
-Participation in Workshop-10%

On-time submission of work for classroom workshop; peer-review comments; effective feedback to peers during workshop discussion

-Classroom Participation-10%


Classroom discussion, occasional presentations, occasional in-class writing.
LATENESS POLICY

No late online posts will be accepted, but the lowest 2 out of 12 grades will be dropped. Major assignments handed in after the due-date will be penalized by one half grade deduction per day, including weekends. If you need an extension on an assignment, please email me before the assignment is due. I will not accept an assignment later than one week past the due date unless you have been granted an extension. 

ABSENCES
One week of absence (one class) will be free, and thereafter you will lose 2 points off your final average for every week of class missed. Significant tardiness (more than 20 minutes) will count as half of an absence. Although there are good reasons for absence, the above policy is firm regardless of circumstances.
WITHDRAWALS FROM CLASS
If you need to withdraw from this course, you may consult with me, but you will also have to go to the Office of Student Records and Registration to help you through the process of withdrawal. I will not be the one to withdraw you from the course. Withdrawals can be tied to your financial aid, course schedule, graduation requirements etc. and the Office of Student Records and Registration can help you better than I am able. 

CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
· Electronic devices (phones, ipods, headphones, etc.) should be used in the classroom only for course-related purposes. If you need to use a device in the case of extenuating circumstances, please leave the room.

· Students are responsible for their actions and will maintain respect for the learning environment at all times. 
· Class critiques of our creative work will be respectful, professional, and helpful. 
· During conversation, stay on topic and mention personal experience only when immediately relevant to your point.

· When discussing creative work, published and unpublished, it will be useful to take a “descriptive” approach and to avoid language such as “I liked…” or “I didn’t like…” Instead, you can say, for example, “This piece attempts to get the reader to experience the disorientation of the point-of-view character by skipping all over the place in chronology.” Instead of value judgments, describe what the writer is trying to do and how.
ACADEMIC HONESTY
In accordance with college policy, neither plagiarism nor cheating in any form will be tolerated. In general, this means that you should do your own work and not use the words, ideas, or work of others without giving them proper credit. If you use the words and/or ideas of another person without giving them proper credit or if you cheat, I will report the incident to the college. If the college finds you responsible, you will receive a zero on the assignment. If you do so a second time, you may fail the class and be subject to disciplinary actions from the college.

RESOURCES
Learning Lab: If you need extra help with assignments, please plan to meet with me. However, you can seek additional tutoring at CCP’s Learning Lab. A scheduled tutoring appointment is the best way to make sure you receive personal attention. However, whenever the Learning Lab is open, you may also stop by to request a drop-in appointment. To schedule a tutoring session, visit the Learning Lab at the Main Campus or Regional Centers. The Learning Lab tutoring centers are located in B1-28 (liberal arts and English), B2-36 (math and business), and W3-26 (allied health and science) on the Main Campus. You will need your college ID.
Computers: Access to a computer, a word processing program, the internet, and a printer are required for this class. All assignments must be typed (unless otherwise noted). Students are responsible for checking their CCP e-mail regularly. Not having access to these is not a valid excuse for not completing your work. If you do not have access to these at home, you can use the on-campus computer labs. 
CLASS CANCELLATIONS/SCHOOL CLOSING
If classes are cancelled due to weather conditions, you can call (215) 751-8000 or (215) 751-8010 or listen for media announcements on KYW Radio or NBC, CBS, or FOX. Our radio closing number is 238 for day classes. 
VETERAN STUDENTS
Student veterans can get information about resources and programs and VA benefits, as well as meet other veterans through the Veterans Resource Center, located in BG-43. The center is especially useful in helping veterans overcome the bureaucratic roadblocks endemic to the VA. Steve Bachovin is the coordinator, and he can be reached at (215) 751- 8462.

STATEMENT ON DISABILITY
Students who have special needs that require testing and/or classroom accommodations should contact the Center on Disability at 215-751-8050, or stop by Room BG-39 to make an appointment to speak with a counselor.  In order to receive testing/and or classroom accommodations, students with disabilities must be registered with the Center On Disability and must provide their instructors with accommodation forms that have been prepared by the  counselor in the Center. 

SCHEDULE 

The following schedule is subject to adjustment:


	Week
	Concepts/ In-Class Activities
	Readings To Have Completed Before Class
	Work Due In-Class (if Hard Copy) or Before Class (if Online)

	September 8
	Course Introduction, Car Crash While Hitchhiking, Tours
	
	

	September 15
	Image
	Imaginative Writing, pgs 15-27; “Work” by Denis Johnson (Canvas); “A Story about the Body” by Robert Hass (Imaginative Writing, pg. 187); “Alla Breve Loving” by CD Wright (Canvas)
	Online Post 1


	September 22
	Voice

Student Presentations on assigned stories
	Imaginative Writing, pgs. 47-61; “Gusev” by Anton Chekhov (Canvas); “Good Old Neon” by David Foster Wallace (Canvas)
	Online Post 2

Be ready to present

Poem 1 due


	September 29
	Voice

Student Presentations on assigned poems
	“fire” by Nick Flynn (Canvas); “After Summer Fell Apart” by Yusef Komunyakaa (Canvas); “A Knocker” by Zbignew Herbert
	Online Post 3

Be ready to present

Story 1 due

	October 6
	Character
	Imaginative Writing, pgs. 94-108; “The Hunger Artist” by Franz Kafka (Canvas); “The Secretary” by Mary Gaitskill (Canvas); “At the Grave of my Guardian Angel” by Larry Levis 
	Online Post 4

Poem 2 due

	October 13
	Setting
	Imaginative Writing, pgs. 135-147; “The School” by Donald Barthelme (Imaginative Writing pgs. 150-152); “The Colonel” by Carolyn Forche (Canvas); “Blue Notebook #10” by Daniil Kharms (Canvas)
	Online Post 5
Story 2 due

	October 20
	Fiction
	Imaginative Writing pgs. 259-269; “Jewbird” by Bernard Malamud (Canvas); “Victory Lap” by George Saunders (Imaginative Writing, pgs. 69-81); “The Night Rhonda Ferguson was Killed” by Edward P. Jones (Canvas)
	Online Post 6
Poem 3 Due

	October 27
	Story
	Imaginative Writing pgs. 166-172; Drown by Junot Diaz, pgs. 3-88.
Workshop story
_______________

	Online Post 7
Be ready to present

End-notes for workshopper

	November 3
	
	Drown by Junot Diaz, pgs. 91-208.
Workshop story

________________
	Online Post 8
Be ready to present

End-notes for workshopper

	November 10
	Poetry
	Imaginative Writing, pgs. 297-316; Bluets by Maggie Nelson (book, whole)
Workshop poems

_______________

_______________


	Online Post 9
End-notes for workshoppers

	November 17
	Persona
	 “Ellen West” by Frank Bidart (Canvas); “Mr. Cogito Meditates on Suffering” by Zbnignew Herbert (Canvas); “Billy the Kid” by Michael Ondaatje (Canvas)
Workshop poems
_______________

_______________


	Online Post 10
End-notes for workshoppers

	November 24
	
	“Foliage” by Carl Phillips (Canvas); “Cocktails with Orpheus” by Terrence Hayes (Canvas);
“The Sunflower Weeps for the Sun, Its Flower” by Jay Hoplar (Canvas); “All Hallows Eve” by Louise Gluck (Canvas)
Workshop poems

_______________

_______________


	Online Post 11
End-notes for workshoppers

	December 1
	
	“Litany in which Certain Things are Crossed Out” by Richard Siken (Canvas); “In the Loop” by Bob Hicok (Canvas); “To Juan Doe #234” by Eduardo Corral (Canvas)
Workshop poems
_______________

_______________


	Online Post 12
End-notes for workshoppers

	Finals Weeks
	Conferences
	
	Both Portfolios Due


