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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

United States History: The 20th Century surveys the political, social, economic, cultural and ideological characteristics of modern America beginning c. 1900. Students are introduced to the techniques and strategies of historians through the use of historical texts, both primary and secondary, as well as the procedures of historical writing. Attention is given to prevalent American values and institutions; the explanations for change in such values and institutions; and the relationship between the United States and other cultures. Fulfills the American/Global Diversity, Interpretive Studies, and Writing Intensive requirements.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Demonstrate understanding of the main events, topics and themes inherent in the cultural, socio-economic, political and ideological patterns of colonial America and develop some insight into the forces of historical change.

2. Define what is historically factual and to distinguish inference from opinion.

3. Recognize the range of interpretation in the discipline (historical revisionism) and comprehend the varying arguments, voices, inferences, etc. within primary and secondary historical texts.

4. Demonstrate understanding of the concept of historical revisionism.

5. Recognize the “clues” in primary texts and materials for a more informed analysis: authorship; the purpose of authorship; intended audiences; the rhetorical devices employed; the “story line;” possible interpretations of a piece unintended by the author; connections with other texts; credibility, consistency and/or accuracy and to realize that varied interpretations of such texts is probable.

6. Recognize the ethical commitment of the historian to alter an historical a priori or hypothesis in light of research and evidence.

7. Recognize value in history for a greater understanding of the present and its importance for making choices for the future.

8.  Demonstrate ability and confidence in voicing curiosity, responding to questions of instructors or other students, being able to defend taken positions, and to apply the protocols of intellectual discussion and debate.

9. Demonstrate an ability to write coherently and analytically; to think and write like historians.

10. Recognize the ethnic, racial, gender and religious diversity inherent in colonial America.

11. To demonstrate an ability to cipher historical maps pertinent to History 101. 

READINGS:

      A student of history should become adept in critically analyzing writings reflective of a given cultural period. The aim here is not to merely accumulate facts via memorization, but to analyze evidence, to apply this to various conditions and possibilities, and to draw the possible conclusions. In order to fulfill this goal of critical analysis, you will read a blend of primary and secondary readings: the former being writings created during a given cultural time period by a product of that culture; while the latter are materials descriptive of a culture, although not contemporaneous with it. For example, one could distinguish the eyewitness accounts of the American Revolution from the present-day historians’ scholarship concerning that era.

     The textbook is a blend of both primary and secondary writings.  In addition to the textbook, I will post a substantial number of additional primary and secondary readings on the web site.

     This is an intensive reading and writing course, thus study questions will be provided with each reading assignment to give you a basis for analyzing the material.  You should be able to answer these questions effectively before the forum discussions. 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
The instructor will provide an online seminar regarding a specific chapter from the course.  Students will work independently to finish the assignments.

Mon., Oct. 6

Session 1 Due
Fri., Oct. 10

Session 2 Due
Mon., Oct. 13

Session 3 Due 
Fri., Oct. 17

Session 4 Due

Mon., Oct. 20

Session 5 Due

Mon., Oct. 27

Session 6 Due
Mon., Nov. 3

Session 7 Due

Fri., Nov. 7

Session 8 Due

Mon., Nov. 10

Session 9 Due

Mon., Nov. 17

Session 10 Due

Fri., Nov. 21

Session 11 Due

Mon., Nov. 24

Session 12 Due

Mon., Dec. 1

Session 13 Due
Fri., Dec. 5

Session 14 Due

Mon., Dec. 8

Session 15 Due

GRADING POLICY:

A student’s grade will be assigned on the basis of his/her performance on the assignments given over the course of the semester.  This is an accelerated course, so each week ONE or TWO assignments will be due.  Since there are no exams, I expect a minimum of three full pages of material to answer the questions in each assignment.  When you answer the questions, use specific names of people, their actions and other information to reinforce your statements.  Much of this information is found in the recorded lectures!!!!
Grading is calculated by dividing the number of questions by 100.  If there are 4 questions then each one is worth 25% of the grade.  I look for thorough detail that is mentioned above.  One page submissions will result in a failing grade, only generalizations an average grade.  Those that go into detail and explain their answers fully will receive a B or higher.  Those students that take the time to make cognitve opinions of their own interpretations will attain an A.

Click on the assignment link and you will see each assignment and its due date.  Remember this is an accelerated course so do not allow yourself to get too far behind.  The text book used for this course is condensed.  Therefore, you can supplement your research by seeking information on the internet.  Of course rewrite the information in your own words and cite the source.  If you copy and paste, that is plagiarism, and an automatic F.

Discussion Board –Several assignments require students to enter in an online discussion blog.  Click on the discussion tab on the left of the blackboard home page.  Then select the discussion for that particular assignment.  Read the question for the assignment and then post your opinion on the board.  The next part is critical.  This is meant as a discussion.  Read the other students’ comments and explain why you agree or disagree.  This is supposed to take place over a several day period so everyone can respond.  For example, post your first comment on Friday, then go back in on Saturday read some other comments and make another post.  Then go back on Sunday and see if anyone commented on your posts and respond.  The discussion board will be open for about 10 days.  If you do not make a post within those 10 days, you will get a 0. 1 post is worth and 80; 2 posts an 88; 3 posts a 92; 4 posts a 95; 5 or more a 98.  Failure to take part in the discussion board over the entire course will significantly lower your final grade.

The assignments are 84% of the final grade.

The discussions are 16% of the final grade.
Grade determination:

A=90-100;B=80-89;C=70-79;D=60-69;and F=59 and below.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: Please familiarize yourself with the Community College of Philadelphia policy in the student handbook.  Students caught cheating or plagiarizing could risk getting an “F” grade for the course.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please feel free to contact me via my email address at the beginning of the syllabus.  I will be available prior to class for any questions.  

I am here to help you succeed!!!!
