English 101
Instructor: 
Barbara Spadaro

Email:  
bspadaro@ccp.edu
Course Description:
This course introduces students to writing academic essays in various rhetorical modes, while helping them improve their basic writing skills and develop a writing process suited for English 102 and other higher-level courses.  This course is the first of a two-part sequence in English composition, in which students learn to read critically, synthesize ideas from a variety of texts, and write multipage essays that develop significant ideas in support of a thesis.  

Learning Outcomes:  
	Student Learning Outcome
	Method of Assessment

	Annotate and summarize a multi-page nonfiction text, as well as paraphrase selections


	Marginal notes; written summaries; topic-related tests, quizzes, or in-class activities

	Engage in a process of writing that includes brainstorming, drafting, incorporating feedback, editing, and proofreading 


	Assignments or in-class activities that include assessment or grading of all steps of the writing process

	Produce multi-paragraph essays in response to a single text, using analysis, comparison/contrast, interpretation and/or argument 


	Essays

	Produce multi-paragraph essays that synthesize ideas from two or more related texts and integrate source material, including quotations


	Essays

	Write using complex sentence structure, without a pattern of errors


	Topic-related tests, quizzes, or in-class activities; essays


Office Hours:
There are no in-person office hours scheduled for this course, so you should not expect to meet with me in person to discuss things.  I am available via email to discuss your concerns and questions.  I try to be very responsive to your emails, even if it means writing to you on nights and weekends, so there should be no reason to meet.  Also, I do not tutor my own students, nor do I review your drafts before you submit them.  If you need specific help with your assignments, you should make an appointment in the Learning Lab.

Required Texts:
texts are available on Canvas Learning Management System
Grading:

In order to pass 101, you must 

· earn a 75 or better in 3 essays

· earn a 75 or better in all 8 discussion forums

· earn a 75 or better in a timed test

Notes: 

· Canvas automatically computes your average; however, this number is not solely what determines whether you pass or not.  The above requirements must be met in order for you to pass the course, your numerical average notwithstanding.

· There is a rubric for each assignment.  It can be found by clicking the “gear” icon.  You should use both the prompt given in the assignment and the rubric to guide your response.  

· You may revise and resubmit each essay only once.  No revision will be allowed on passing assignments.  Also, no extra credit work will be accepted.  

· The instructions for revision, if necessary, will be given in a file that I upload.  The instructions will be in Word comment boxes.   You must have the necessary software to view “comments” in Word. 

· If you have successfully completed 3 essays by the start of unit 4, you will not be required to do more essays.  (However, you must continue with the forums.)   If you have not, you must try the essay assignments in unit four until you complete the required work.  

Once you have completed the requirements listed above, your grade will be computed as follows:

	A
	100-94

	B
	>94-84

	C
	>84-75

	D*
	>75-65

	F
	>65-0


*This grade means that you do not have to repeat the course.  However, you may wish to, as there are a number of courses at the college that have an entrance requirement of a C or better, including English 102.  Also, a grade of D will not transfer to a 4 year college.

Classroom 

Interactions:
The following will not be tolerated in communications with fellow students or with me:
· Abusive language

· Inappropriate behavior or harassment 
Computer Use:
In order to be successful in this course, you must have stable access to a computer and to Microsoft Word.  The college provides Wifi hotspots and student computing in the library and student access centers in the Bonnell and CBI buildings. 
Protocol for 

Handing in Work:  
All work must be submitted in Microsoft Word by the due date.  Due dates for assignments are listed in the Canvas Syllabus.
Rewrites:
Each essay is allowed one revision. Graded essays may not be revised.
Attendance:
Your attendance will be tracked through submitted assignments and through the data compiled by Canvas whenever you enter the course.  If you miss two weeks’ worth of assignments, you will be dropped from the course.
Plagiarism:
All students are expected to understand what constitutes cheating and plagiarism.  The Cheating and Plagiarism Resolution is contained in the Student Handbook.  The English Department policy is clear:  the first instance of plagiarism merits an F for the assignment.  The second results in an F for the course.

 
Students caught plagiarizing will be subject to Department policy.
Extra Credit:
Extra credits projects will not be accepted in place of assigned projects.
Tutoring:
Some students may benefit from extra work with a reading/writing specialist, and may be advised to do so by the instructor.  Tutoring appointments are available in the Learning Lab (B1-28).
Disability:
Students who are registered with the Center on Disability must inform the instructor by the end of the first week of classes if special accommodations are requested.  If you have a learning disability that has been documented by the College’s Center on Disability, you may use supports as outlined by the Center after presenting the instructor with the proper documentation.  It is advisable to schedule a conference with your instructor early in the semester to discuss your situation.

This course is consistent with the College’s mission and has been developed, approved and offered in accordance with the policies, standards, guidelines and procedures established by the college for the approval of courses and programs.

This syllabus is simply a general description of the course; it is not intended as a contract.  Updates and details about assignments or policies will be posted online or announced in class.  Nothing in this syllabus supersedes instructions given during the semester online or by the instructor in class.
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