Course Syllabus

Community College of Philadelphia
Justice 291 - Contemporary Issues in Justice
Course Syllabus - Fall, 2014
 

Office:                       M3-09

Phone:                      215-751-8303

E-mail:                       tdoyle@ccp.edu
Office hours:           Tuesday 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM  (By appointment)

                                 

In this course, students will examine a series of primary readings on a variety of controversial topics in the Criminal Justice arena, which may also carry a broader application to other disciplines as well.  These topics span a spectrum of issues such as crime and justice in America, victimology, the police, our judicial system, juvenile justice, and punishment and corrections. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:
Regional accreditors now require that course-level student learning outcomes be listed on course syllabi.  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. describe the current trends and issues in the field of policing;

2. discuss the current issues in the field of juvenile justice and their effects on the juvenile justice system; and

3. explain the current trends and issues in the field of corrections and their effects on the criminal justice system.

 

Prerequisites:
Justice 101, Justice 171 and Justice 241.

 

Attendance:
Although this course is an online course, and not a "live" course, attendance is mandatory.  In an online course, attendance is measured by how frequently a student logs on to the course and, naturally, by the timely submission of all required materials.  If a student does not participate by either logging on to the course, or submitting materials (discussion posts/writing assignments, etc.) for a two week period, that student will be dropped from the class.

 

Course Evaluation:
a. Written Assignments - 60% (150 points)

b. Forum Participation/Discussions - 40% (100 points)

 

Grading System:
250 - 225 = A

224 - 200 = B

199 - 175 = C

174 - 150 = D

Below 150 = F

 

Text:
Annual Editions, Criminal Justice, 38th Edition (38e)

Naughton, Joanne, editor

Dushkin/McGraw-Hill Publishing

ISBN# 13: 9781259171390

*** Please note that this text is a compendium of readings taken from a variety of sources.  While some of the articles may take an objective stance, others may take a very partisan stance.  Although you are required to read the articles, keep in mind that it is okay and, in some cases, preferred that you differ with the author's opinion.

 

Special Instructions:
a. You are required to log onto the course everyday to check for course announcements.

b. You are also required to read all discussion postings of your classmates and substantively comment on one per topic.  Superfluous posts such as "I agree" or "nice post" are NOT acceptable.

c. Please remember this is a three credit college course and, as a result, the use of e-mail "shorthand" is unacceptable.  You must use proper spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and grammar in all correspondences in this course.
d. Sessions one and two occur during the first week of the course. Session three is the following week, and so on. All assignments must be completed before the end of the week (unless otherwise noted). Assignments submitted late will be either penalized or not accepted. Please take note each session as to when your assignment is due.
 

Plagiarism: (Please read carefully!)
All students are required and expected to do their own work. The academic honesty and plagiarism policies of the college will be in effect at all times. Breaches of honesty include, but are not limited to, copying another student's work, plagiarizing the published work of another (including work on web sites), facilitating the dishonesty of another student, and cheating on a test/assignment. Any student guilty of plagiarism will receive no credit for that particular assignment, an "F" for the course, and will be processed as a disciplinary matter according to college policy.

 

Student Code of Conduct:
Every student is expected to be fully acquainted with and comply with all policies, rules, and regulations outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. The Student Code of Conduct is contained in the Student Handbook, which is published and updated each year. Copies of the Student Handbook are available through the Student Life Center located in Room S1-19 and in public areas throughout the college.

 

Counseling Center:
The College offers free, comprehensive counseling to all its students. The Counseling Center, located in the Bonnell Building on the ground floor, is staffed by full-time, professional counselors who are available to assist students. If any student is in need of counseling, it is suggested that you contact Noelia Rivera-Matos in Room BG-07D at extension 8159 or at nriveramatos@ccp.edu.

 

Academic Assistance:
The three labs of the Learning Laboratory Department are available to provide supplemental instructional assistance by faculty and peer tutors to those students seeking assistance. The Central Learning Lab (Room B1-28) specializes in Humanities, Social Science and English; the South Learning Lab (Room B2-36) handles Business and Mathematics; and the West Learning Lab (Room W3-26) deals with Biology, Chemistry, Allied Health and Nursing. Services are also provided at the Northeast, Northwest and West Regional Centers.

 

Center On Disability:
In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans With Disabilities Act, the College offers accommodations to students with documented learning, physical and/or psychological disabilities. Reasonable accommodations and academic adjustments are coordinated for all qualified students with disabilities on an individual basis through the College's Center On Disability. In order to receive special accommodations, students are required to both submit comprehensive documentation from a qualified professional stating the nature of their disability and attend a meeting at the Main Campus with the Center's counselor to discuss and review appropriate academic adjustments. To ensure timely and effective service provision, students requiring special accommodations are urged to apply to the Center no later than one month before the start of the semester. Students with disabilities are encouraged to call the Center On Disability at 215-751-8050.

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	  


 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




  

	Date
	Day
	Details 

	Mon, Sep 2 
	Mon
	First Day of Classes 

8pm 



	Sun, Feb 23 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Police and the Mentally Ill 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Sep 7 
	Sun
	General Discussion/War on Drugs 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Sep 14 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Hazing 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Sep 21 
	Sun
	"Crime & Justice in America" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 

General Discussion/"Stop and Frisk" 
due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Sep 28 
	Sun
	"Victimology" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 

General Discussion/Human Trafficking 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Oct 5 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Using Non-Lethal Force 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Oct 12 
	Sun
	"The Police" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 

The Psychology of Police Misconduct 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Oct 19 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Corporal Punishment 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Oct 26 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Eyewitness Identification 

due by 11:59pm 



	Fri, Oct 31 
	Fri
	General Discussion/Why Do People Confess to Crimes They Didn't Commit? 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Nov 2 
	Sun
	"The Judicial System" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Nov 9 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Recidivism 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Nov 16 
	Sun
	"Juvenile Justice" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 

General Discussion/Treating Juveniles As Adults 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Nov 23 
	Sun
	General Discussion/America's Rates of Incarceration 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Nov 30 
	Sun
	General Discussion/Incarceration, Inc. 

due by 11:59pm 



	Fri, Dec 5 
	Fri
	What States Are Spending and What They Are Doing About Their Prison Populations 

due by 11:59pm 



	Sun, Dec 7 
	Sun
	"Punishment and Corrections" Writing Assignment 

due by 11:59pm 



	Wed, Dec 10 
	Wed
	General Discussion/The Future of Criminal Justice 

due by 11:59pm 
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