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Instructor Information

Title of Course: Environmental Conservation

Instructor: Deirdre Benjamin

Course Code:
EASC 111-901 CRN 51756

Email Address:dgarritybenjamin@ccp.edu
Statement: I will respond to emails within 24 hours. On the weekends please allow 48 hours
Prerequisites: None




Phone #: 215-751-8875

Office Location- B1-04

Office (Advisement) Hours: My office hours for the summer are scattered.  It is best to contact me to set up a time and date to meet via email.  

Disability Statement: Students who believe they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their accommodation form and specific needs as soon as possible, but preferably within the first week of class.  If you need to request accommodations, but do not have an accommodation form, please contact the Center on Disability, room BG-39, phone number 215-751-8050.

Course Information

Course Description 

Introduction to the many serious environmental problems facing the world today, the extent and causes of these problems and the kinds of solutions being proposed. Topics include ecological systems, population, land management, hunger and food production, energy supplies, waste management and environmental pollution. The course is organized around the theme of our relationship to the environment.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of EASC 111, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of the environment, its basic components, flows, cycles and interrelationships.
· Describe the role of various human activities that place stress upon the environment.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationship between humans and the physical environment.
· Identify several major environmental problems and assess how this affects our ability to live in a sustainable way.
· Explain the concept of carrying capacity and occupiable space and demonstrate an understanding of how recent population trends affect this.
· Describe viable solutions to the major environmental problems facing contemporary society.

Required Text, Supplies & Materials: 

Text: The text is required.  You can use an online version or buy a previous version in order to cut costs.  The original The Environment and You is the same as the CCP version, the only difference is the cover.  

Text: The Environment and You by Norm Christensen Custom Edition for CCP- ISBN:  9781269384582-.  The Environment and You if you are purchasing from an online source such as Amazon 978-0321734389. 
You will be required to download or purchase the two films below.  They are required and you will be tested on material discussed in the films. 
Film: Food Inc. 

Film: Gasland

Outline (tentative calendar):  Refer to last page of Syllabus for Calendar.
Internet and Computer/Printer Access: This is an online course, so access to a computer and the internet on a daily basis is absolutely necessary.  Free computer and internet access is available at all Philadelphia Libraries and at all CCP Campus’s.  You will not be able to complete this course with success using a phone.  

Canvas: This class an online class using the CANVAS Portal. Please log in immediately to access information about this course: http://ccp.edu/academic-offerings/online-learning/online-learning-support.  If you have problems with logging on to CANVAS please contact me immediately.  
Email: All class updates and additional materials for the class will be sent using your CANVAS email accounts. When emailing, please use a professional tone, if you are disrespectful, use texting language or slang in your email, I will not respond.   Please address your email with a professional header (do not start your email with, Hey) and end with your name and a phone number where I can contact you.   
Deadlines: All forums, tests and final exam are due the date indicated on this syllabus unless otherwise specified!  All forums, tests and final exam will be submitted through CANVAS by 11:59pm on the due date listed in the syllabus.  This means you will need to learn how to use CANVAS as I will not accept emailed copies of your work. Forums are due by Weds and Fri each week.  Test and exam portals will be open for anywhere from a week to 4 days, these dates are on the syllabus.   I will not accept any excuses for not submitting your work to CANVAS on time, including not knowing how to use CANVAS, claims CANVAS is not working, not knowing how to type/create a Word document, your computer is “having issues”, or you have lost or deleted your work accidentally.  Not waiting until the last minute will leave you a fall back option for all the problems listed above.  
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a serious offense that has been made easier by the World Wide Web. Very simply, it is a form of theft; that is, stealing someone's work and passing it off as your own. This theft does not require you to physically steal someone's paper, but most commonly, the offense is done using the World Wide Web. While searching, students find an article that covers their topic and then copy it and use it as their own.

If you are discovered having plagiarized, you will: (1) fail the assignment; and (2) fail the course; and (3) I will turn the matter over to the Dean of Student Affairs for disciplinary action. The College and our program take this offense very seriously and so should you.

To avoid plagiarism, cite your work.  The incorporation of outside information, such as text, data, maps or diagrams, is acceptable as long as the source of the information is clearly and correctly cited.  Use quotation marks for brief excerpts of information and inset paragraphs for long quotations.  Immediately after the quotation, reference the source with the author, date and page (for example: Smith, 2003, page 46).  Fully reference the source of information in a bibliography at the end of the document.  For a book or map or diagram, the complete reference should include the author’s name, date, title of publication, pages referenced, publisher, and location of publication.  For an article, the complete reference should include the author’s name, date, article title, journal/newspaper title, volume, number, and pages.  For a website, list the complete URL and date that the site was viewed.    

Course Management
Evaluation Process

A.  Grading Standard System: 

A
Mastery of essential elements and related concepts, plus demonstrated excellence and or originality. 



B
Mastery of essential elements and related concepts. 


C
Acceptable knowledge of essential elements and related concepts. 

D
Minimal knowledge of related concepts.


F
Unsatisfactory progress. This grade may also be assigned in case of academic misconduct, such as cheating or plagiarism and/or excessive absences
B. Student Evaluation and Assessment:



A (4.0) = 90% to 100%



B (3.0) = 80% to 89%


   



C (2.0) = 70% to 79%





D (1.0) = 60% to 69% 



F  (0.0) = less than 60%
Community College of Philadelphia's Early Alert Initiative
The system positively intervenes in Community College of Philadelphia's students' academic paths early and appropriately by effectively communicating current performance and supplying information beneficial to academic success. Faculty members have the opportunity to complete Early Alert reports at 20% and 50% reporting periods during the semester. Students will be assessed on the following items: attendance, punctuality, meeting assignment deadlines, classroom behavior, classroom participation and other factors pivotal to student success. Should you receive an Early Alert letter, you should follow up on the suggested intervention strategy as soon as possible.
Tests (Test #1 and Test #2 are worth 12 each %, Final is worth 20%)

There will be two tests and one final exam in this course.  The two tests given in semester are worth 12 % each and the Final is worth 20% given during Exam Week. Tests and the Final Exam may only be taken through the assigned dates listed in the CANVAS portal, no excuses.  The tests will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions. If you fail to complete the test or exam in the allotted time period, you will receive a 0.  Please plan ahead and do not email me at 11:30 pm about computer issues.  Always plan ahead and be sure you have access to a viable internet connection.   The best internet browsers to use in connection with CANVAS are Mozilla and Google Chrome. 

Ungraded Quizzes (0%)

For each session in the CANVAS portal, you will have access to an ungraded quiz.  This quiz does not count towards your grade but is a wonderful study tool for tests.  You are given one week and 5 attempts at each ungraded quiz.  Once the quiz is locked, it cannot be opened.  Please do not ask to have a quiz reopened.  
Forum Posts (56 %)
Every week you will have due: an initial post and a response post to each topic covered.  EACH WEEK YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A TOTAL OF 2 initial posts and 2 response posts because we will cover two topics per week.  Both the initial post and response post for each topic are treated equally.  That is each one is worth 50% of the total grade.  If you make an initial post and no response post then you receive a 50 for the gradable discussion for the topic.  The response is just as important as the initial post in online classrooms.  

There are rules for your post.  A document with forum post details: including etiquette, proper posting etc can be found in the Introduction Session. Be sure you read these documents. 

Mistakes I often notice in initial posts are: your initial post is not at least 300 words, lack of at least one citation in MLA format (one source must be from the materials for the week), post contains spelling, punctuation and grammar issues and/or it is plagiarized.  

Mistakes in the response I often notice are: the response needs to be at least 200 words and contain at least one citation in MLA format.

PLEASE NOTE: EACH initial post is due by Weds 11:59pm each week and the response post is due by Friday 11:59pm each week.  The due date of the forum is always listed as Friday. I cannot list two due dates in the system, so be sure you make your initial post each week.   
Late Policy:  There is a no excuse policy in this course.  If you miss a deadline, you receive a 0.  No questions asked and no excuses needed!  No late work will be accepted-NONE.  Please do not ask because it is not accepted. The reason for this policy is because in most fields you enter you will be subject to numerous and continuous deadlines and learning to respect and meet deadlines is crucial to success.  If you feel you cannot adhere to the “no excuse” policy please rethink taking this course at this time.  
Attendance Policy: Attendance is required. Log in daily. Failure to log in for one week or failure to turn in one week of assignments may result in being dropped for lack of attendance or in grade reduction.  

Course Support

College Resources:

· Career Service Center:  Community College of Philadelphia is dedicated to helping students and alumni plan for and obtain suitable careers and help area businesses recruit new employees. The Center regularly offers a number of workshops and seminars and hosts special events throughout the year to help you find positions, write professional resumes and letters, experience great interviews, and find career information.  The Career Service Center is located in the Center for Business and Industry, Room C1-34 (215) 496-6176. http://www.ccp.edu/student-support/career-services.
· Counseling Center:  The College offers free comprehensive counseling services to all its students. The Counseling Center is staffed by professional counselors. Educational, career, and personal counseling are available to both individual and groups. Counselors also assist students and graduates who wish to continue their education in other institutions. Information discussed in counseling is kept strictly confidential.  Students seeking counseling services may request an appointment with a counselor best suited to assist them. Appointments with counselors can be made in Bonnell Main Floor BG-07 (Main Campus) or by calling (215) 751-8169.  http://www.ccp.edu/student-support/counseling.
· Learning Labs:  The Learning Lab department provides tutoring services to registered students and is able to assist clients with information that is specific to most of the courses offered at the College. Peer tutors are accomplished students who have been trained to help other students. These tutors have taken the course you need help in, and they are available for one-on-one tutoring. The Lab's faculty members include specialists in reading, study skills, English as a Second Language, writing, mathematics, science and learning disabilities. Additional services include Math, English and English as a Second Language workshops, Biology and Chemistry study groups and small group tutoring. There are Learning Lab on all campuses. Hours vary depending upon the time of year and are subject to change; thus, hours will be posted each semester.  For more information, visit the website http://www.ccp.edu/student-support/learning-labs.
· Library:  The Community College of Philadelphia Library offers many electronic and printed materials to help you find the information you need. Through the library’s website http://path.ccp.edu/vpacaff/library/, you can search online to locate a journal or book in the library, find what you need in an online encyclopedia or ask a librarian a question. The library offers plenty of individual and group study areas, as well as access to computers. In addition, library experienced staff is available to answer your questions.  The Library is located in the Mint Building, Main Campus (215) 751-8394.  The Fall and Spring Semesters hours are Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-9:00 PM; Saturday Closed; Closed Sunday.

· Women’s Center:  The Women's Center is dedicated to issues of gender equity on campus. Its mission is to identify and meet the needs specific to women students. In doing so, non-female students may also profit from services provided through the Center. A primary goal of the Center is to foster a campus community where women and men can live, learn and work in an environment that promotes diversity, understanding, equality and mutual respect, and where women are encouraged to reach their full potential.  The Women’s Center is located in the Winnet Student Life Building, Suite S3-09.  Contact the Center at (215) 751-8808 or ccurry@ccp.edu
· Center for Male Engagement: Geared towards African-American males, the Center for Male Engagement (CME) provides its members with targeted academic and non-academic supports designed to enhance their skill sets, cultivate a sense of belonging and build resolve as they pursue a degree at Community College of Philadelphia and continue beyond. The Center for Male Engagement can be found in the Winnett Student Life Building S1-05.  Contact the center at 215-751-8817 or by filling out the form on http://www.ccp.edu/forms/contact-center-male-engagement. 
College Policies:  
As a Community College of Philadelphia Student, you have specific rights and responsibilities. Exercising your rights and acting in a responsible manner go together. Some of the College's rules and regulations are simply restatements of existing laws, such as laws against possession, use, or sale of controlled substances (illegal drugs). Rules set up by the College can make life easier for everyone when everyone abides by them. More importantly, when everyone does this, you are assured the opportunity of having the best possible educational experience.   Everyone at the College is expected to obey all public laws and abide by the College regulations as found in the handbook, in the College Catalog and in the College's policies and procedures memoranda. These memoranda are issued as needed, and include the rules and regulations for all student clubs and organizations. These memoranda are available for review at the reserve book desk in the Library, at the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs, M2-37, or at the Office of Student Activities, S1-10.   

Neither cheating nor plagiarism is tolerated in this course.  The term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (1) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid or sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; or (3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a member of the College faculty or staff.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  Cheating and plagiarism are serious academic offenses.  Individual offenses will result in a zero (0) grade for that assignment/exam and a further offense could lead to course failure.

To avoid plagiarism, cite your work.  The incorporation of outside information, such as text, data, maps or diagrams, is acceptable as long as the source of the information is clearly and correctly cited.  Use quotation marks for brief excerpts of information and inset paragraphs for long quotations.  Immediately after the quotation, reference the source with the author, date and page (for example: Smith, 2003, page 46).  Fully reference the source of information in a bibliography at the end of the document.  For a book or map or diagram, the complete reference should include the author’s name, date, title of publication, pages referenced, publisher, and location of publication.  For an article, the complete reference should include the author’s name, date, article title, journal/newspaper title, volume, number, and pages.  For a website, list the complete URL and date that the site was viewed.     

Course Schedule
	
	
	
	
	

	Week
	Date
	Session
	Topic
	Discussion Due Dates

	1
	July 7th-July 13
	Session 1 and 2
	Introduction, Tragedy of the Commons
	Introduction  Initial Post  and Response Post

Tragedy of the Commons  Initial Post and Response Post

	2
	July 11- July 20
	Session 3 and 4
	Ethics, Policy, Consumption and Waste
	Ethics, Policy Economics Initial Post and Response Post

Consumption and Waste Initial Post and Response Post

	3
	July 18- July 27
	Session 5 and 6
	Sustainability

Food
Test #1
	    Sustainability Initial Post and Response    Post
 Food Initial  Post and Response Post
Test#1

	4
	July 25- Aug 3
	Session 7 and 8
	Air Pollution/ Climate Change
	Air Pollution Initial Post and Response Post
Climate Change Initial Post and Response Post



	5
	Aug  1- Aug 10
	Session 9 and 10
	Water/ Population

Test #2
	Water Initial Post and Response Post
Population Initial Post and Response Post

Test #2



	6
	Aug 8- Aug 17
	Session 11 and 12
	Nonrenewable Energy/ Fracking

Renewable Energy
	  Nonrenewable Initial Post and Response Post

Renewable Initial Post and Response Post



	7
	Aug 17- Aug 19
	Session 13
	Final
	Final Exam
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